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Title level 1 (Alt‑1)
SubTitle level 2  (Alt‑2)
Subtitle level 3 (Alt‑3)
ALT—N: Normal Style The intent of this paper has developed as a result of my reading an interview with Peter Ackroyd conducted by Suyana Onega in 1996. In this interview she states –and her affirmation is confirmed by the subject of her enquiry– that Peter Ackroyd has shifted his interest from his first preoccupation, that is poetry, 

ALT—Q = Quotation ‘to fiction and biography writing as a necessary choice of the two genres that are more appropriate for the purpose of renewing the English literary tradition.’ (Onega, “Interview Ackroyd”, 208-213).

which is one all-devouring preoccupation that was later superseded by the author’s drive towards biography ALT-C = Continuation normal (no indent).

Using Suzana Onega’s assertion as a starting point, I will illustrate that Peter Ackroyd’s novels, Chatterton and Milton in America are successful attempts to reconsider the English past in terms of literature and history. The basis of Peter Ackroyd’s poetics consists of two main tendencies: choosing as the subject of his novels figures from the English literary history and using the already written literary tradition by assimilating it and then reinstating it in a modified form. These two complementary directions are imbued with a profoundly intertextual connotation.

ALT—E = Definition Entry Standard-bearer
ALT—D = Definition 1 : one that bears a standard or banner

2 : the leader of an organization, movement, or party

REFERENCE LIST

Throughout this paper the titles of the two novels by Peter Ackroyd have been referred to by means of the following acronyms:

C = Chatteron
MA = Milton in America
<these examples are given in the new MLA syle 2009. Note that the web addresses are no longer necessary. However, make sure you identify for your internet resources enough elements. Also note that all internet resources are marked web, whereas all printed sources are tagged print.>

ALT-B = Bibliography Ackroyd, Peter. Chatterton. London: Penguin, 1993 [Original edition Hamilton Books, 1987]. print.<book with indication of original edition>
‑ ‑ ‑ Milton in America. London: Sinclair‑Stevenson, 1996. print <book by the same author>

Banville, John. Eclipse. London: Picador, 2000.

Baudrillard, Jean. “The Reversion of History”, trans. Charles Dudas, CTheory, York University (Canada), 1993. web. [18 May 2003] [original edition: L'Illusion de la fin: ou La grève des evenements, Paris: Galilée, 1992]. <article on a website>
Druber, Gertrude. “Peter Ackroyd’s Many Apocryphal Faces”. Literature and History. 63.1 (1990)  91-8. print. <article in scholarly journal>
Gorman, Jeffrey.  “Just another ‘poète maudit’? Thomas Chatterton’s Life and Work”. Time Magazine, Feb. 1992:  44-55. print. <article in monthly magazine>
Hutcheon, Linda. Politica postmodernismului [The Politics of Postmodernism]. trans. Mircea Deac. Bucharest: Univers, 1997. print. <translation of a book>
Marshall, Paule. “Merle”. Nine Short  Novels by American Women. Elizabeth McMahan, Susan Day, Robert Funk (eds.). New York: St Martin’s Press, 1993, 627‑709. print. <text in an anthology>

Wildebeest, Steven E. "Who Shall Inherit the Earth?" Slate 12‑19 May 1997. web. [23 May 2003] <text in internet periodical ‑ weekly>
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